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1983 was dominated by the 
celebrations of Doctor Who's 
20th Anniversary. Ttie BBC 
were just beginning to realise 
the worth of the series, 
planning a convention to end all 
others arid the first home video 
reteases, white American 
enbwpreneurs got in on the act. 
On screen, hcmever, ttw strtkea 
were to cut th» c^^mMem 
short... 
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The Time: April 1983. 
Tlie Piace: Longieat House in Wiltshire. 
The Occasion: The biggest ever gathering of 
Doctor Who fans for an organised event. 
The Problem: The BBC's planning. 



UNUKE MOST or ihe plans hatched to marie 20 years 
of Ooctor Who. the notion of Longleat did not ^jtiog 
ftointhe intndof John Naihan-Tumer. He wasceminly 
« willing and abk accom[dicE. lenxiing his aeivices as 9n 
iniermediar>' with the artists and their agents to guar^- 
tec on - the-day appiearaiices, buthewi^neverthe organ- 
iser. Overall responsibility fortlicgrcaies! Who-dww in 
the gnlHKy rested squun.-!) on ^ slwuldeis of two men 
firom BBC bnu-iTinses: ExhiteliodS.Hiaai'reoySiBnjison 
and hi^ dcpuiy. L-ome Manin. 

Saiiipsiiri had hccn behind the Rrsl ever BBC Etoctor 
Wlm exhibitioii. a teinpoiwY and tiniited scale display 
of costtimes and pmpit hdd ai the Setence Museum. 



Kensington in 1973. FrmntbBtiiticccsistintn^ thcnotit^ 
of ■ krg^. permaneni exhibition. The Tinit nne planned 
was intentled an an sdjunci to an exhihiiniin which had 
been running in the converted stable yaul hiiiiilin. - 
Longleai Hotise since 1972. Primarily .k .. v. 

ihowcjsL' I'l ^^ ;iri.'\ from such pnKliiiiiiiii> j.> Eli2al>eth 
R, Ttit S i\ W i% i". uf Henrv VIII .iiid The PoIIIfsm. ihe 
Longleat venue bad been selescted becauae a stalely 
home seemed a perfect setting far a dilfplty of period 
costamcs. 

On reviewing itic Miicks held ,ii HUC ujichome.s in 
Acton, it quicl^ty became apparent then: ^tss. iniinfricient 
space at tjongleat to hold the colteetad ariefBctsaf Toosm 
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WHO'S LINE WAS 
IT ANYWAY? 



Ifian lot jsns of Doflor Wtiti — iieiiLe itic lapnJ 
iicquisidon of a st-cund, larger venue on Blackpool's 
Golden Mile. Bmh <;\liibiui)n>. i3piwd.4M;4oaa.loAK 
public in lime for Easter 1474. 

The Doctor Who cvliihiin'n^ pantil DinnL-y 
spinnLTsfor [ht Ciirpi}raliiin\i'()nmuTi-i:il .irrii tlirnuL-li- 
I'lit ilii- S^:■^^.'■nIl^^ lutd I'arlv EiBtitic". Thuu^liis .il a, 
convfiumri. Iun.vc"i fi, did nm boi;in id torm unnl lun 
Cl^gani^A.'J cienl'i K'sati tn make a tclliiij 

At ^l^t BBif linkTpr t^^:^ v^trc tiiil> JiiiU'^iLl ipiijin jk- 

a'. IjiilIiiuj sriJiiihlud ti) find ii> tL't'i ilh.aiks in Itu- 
i[iiL'[-,i.'ntii>n I >i r'ri.iJuj._T Graham WiIIliiiin. Luriii; M.ir- 
lin ga\f laai ^iippiTl lo ibc very ftrsl Doctor Whu 
convenEnm. IkIJ m Bancrsca, South Loniioii in August 
1977, ioaning the Apjjrecialiim Sticiely a range iif eiis- 
mmed dummies., props and models left over from previ- 
ous yea;^' Lim^leal :ini.l Ubckpool exhibttioru. 

The sea changL' happened wilh the onsliiughl of 
organised fan activity in America. Suddenly Doctor 
Who events were no longer the preserve of amateur. 
noD'prDini imking bodiesv They were big biuiness, with 
wms counted lit the tetis □(thousands of dollirt; being 
handled in turnover. 



Ai [he siii;(:t.'v|inri .i| Jnhn Nalhan-TuniLT. Terr\' 
Sampwin and LuriiL- Maiiin t'ltiK i>ui wuli him in July 
I9K2 It) see an .\mentan L-inivvnlinn llrsl hand. The 
event thf \ wiiiifssfd u js ilic annual Cliicaizii Cumiciin. 
Oriy]nall\ ai.'iiiiiii.-\-<iiil;. slum, i he emphasis hud shiltL'd 
in feetn! \ejiis Uns arils Diiellir W ho once the organisers 
rejilised h\tw pf su-erlul an assei cuesTs jrom the series 
contd tx; in attraL-linj; iiunilvr«. Ti> this i-nd lht> had 
joineJ lorues in I'W^ with tht- .AriiL-rican .-Vpiirceiaiion 
Sicicij. N.ADVWAS [d sias,'e iliis n>riii I'limik's-pliis- 
I'ani.ipfiCiiri V^j..i ..uri'. i.-ri[ii III, 

Ihe sl.irs ihul l^ t'vkend u ui t- Sijj jh Slihuii. Anlhiin) 
.•\iTile> . Terri Nalion and John Nathan-Tumcr. .As lem- 
|x.'raium imisidc tliinhcij inin ihe miiidleNirietii:s, niurL- 
than 5.000 eager fans from all iivcr the country, regis- 
lerect and iKin-n:gistere«l, tried lo cram into an already 
over-booked hotel. Desperate lo Iry and control ever 
swelling numbers, the manager ordered a ahuidown of 
the hold's Btr EondUioning, bopiiig rismg heal and 
hutnidity levels would jiersuade a large ctmiiiigait to 
leave. 

Itdidrt'twork.Despitesliflinpheataiidasu ff ocatitig 
ahscnec of fresh air, ihi-ij-.:iii|s of \Vlic.\lans waited 
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CELEBRATION 
ROUTE MAP 



pntieaity in liu'.' for .miii^jr.ipliv pund inteiviewa cr 

simpTy jusl llii- npixniuiiity li> plimiicrLiph their idols 
FiliiiL-d fouLiiJL- rrumlhistvcnt. kiici tliitififd SucaiCDri. 
Wiii.evfn[Ljliy ^.hnwn in an cduiLin nl'ihi: BHt'- hnud- 
easting review programme Did V'ou See,.. .' 

Messrs Sampson and Manin weri? iirtallv hiittk-t! 
over by the cvcnl. By ihc lime the iwo da> ewiA 
caine to an end, ihc will lo mounl an "ofliciai' 
BBC Doctor WtMi oetebraiioQ bad bem 
mealed sod Jofan Nathan-Tumer vita ■bie to 

Id 1983. 

But wheoe could uidicsBiill^Vieaaebe fouoid in 
*eUK? 

Hocek were alreuly raled oo. ffe i^je %oid n 
Britun wsiild have the capacity to held an atteiidaiice 
estiinated mbmww) Sve and Kii tiwusand Conversely, 
larger venues such as Wemb ley ortheBfamiii^mi] NEC 
w«« niled cnl because ihe^ weM too Itos^ and llier^Ke 
potentially too cstpensive. That mm or kits nunMwd 
chokes down to dteSBCs two tried aodjsnmeaSe^er 
Who exhibilion localions. 

Blackpool was briefly consider^ but $oon dis- 
counted. Dc'.piie it.s pi»ujon a.-- Britain's namber one 
tourist uiiriiciiun, tht; uiwn. ^nJ the exhibition in particii- 
iM^t iifU the suirotuidine srotiiid &pace, partdiig ues 



or«aKDf 

would be 

inr f;riiilii 
Th.it 



fiKiil 1 1 1 Iv (tk- \ L-nuc for what 

pilLht'd ;^^ j d;n -trip e\cnt 

m :idc 



ihe Ideal 
candidate it 
hiia-sted all (he above fea- 
Hues and was backed by the enlhusi- 
mk »qi]Mrtof LofdiM^itBsdf Wiiting in 




his imroducikn fvr the commemaniiw pcognmnK, 
the sepluaecnaiian arlstocnl hMped u nei|ui vocal praise 
on the series nM)BKsattteB8C*l% iwcniy yea% they 
have had the vidOD nAidl IHI WMured IhK it has 
becoim the longest nimdogieienM- ficiii'Mi Mries in the 
vradd — a tnUy wondcriti] Biitiih •chlevemeiiff' 

The BBC siafT newspaper Ariel reconbd u formal 
signing of contntcis between Lord Bath w»l ilif Manag- 
ing-Direclor of BBC Enterprises, Hivmi I'.irkin for its 
lyjmarj 22nil 1983 dated edition U> iiii -(H>ml almost 
every BBC depiutmeni involved in luakiii^ the show 
had pledged support. Costumes frjiti Seawin 20 wouM 
he clcuhed anio mannequins and many nigc; 
previous years » ere r.ildi:d out of stores or ftonfilk^- 
pooi. Visual Effet ts arranged to display anything ijiey 
Mill had from the series, as well a-s other ilemM il imcrcsl 
such 3S Dominic Hydt'^ Hying saucer, miniatiircs from 
■Hake's Seven imd ;i full size Triffid. 

"llic MaliL'-up depanment agreed to run a ruanjuee 
iilteruig visiion. <ipportynities iti iitidLTj;!' .i "horror 
m.ikoi\L-r". wliik' llic Radiophorlii: Workshop saw 
I mil iiiih .is a pliiif'.vnr lo riemonstrale Iheir 

i:iIltiis hul ,iImi .In i tlMiiLL- loprc-sell their fcnbcoining 
lia(dh,ii.k li.iiik. Iim RiiibiiphiDUi- llV'rtfifep — -fftr 
firs! 2i Yiii! 1, tliii" uLii ilic end of .■\pnl- 

c^ciUs tv.ts SLliL'duk'd 
ihrnuj^houl ibc Two 
celchraliDn. .A mo. 
graph siissions fea- 
turing all iwenty- 
(ilus iiiviicd 
quests miulJ be 
held in ihe Or- 
.rn^i;r> sum- 
[iicr huDsLV A 
spet-i,il :(.>0 
seal mar- 
q a c 
w o il I d 
play bom 
o 

screen- 
^ ingsof 
Tke 

, _ ^^"'^ Qmbe 
Invasion op 
Earth. Ttm Domika- 
TOKS. Tbrbor of the AtTONS, 
TatKos OF THE Zyogms and The VisrrA- 
tios. An aijction of prqjs hosted by the guests 
would punctuate both daysi, and on Easter Motiday the 
Ed Siewan .Show would tntiadcasi live rrom!.-ongleai lo 
Radio 2 listeners nation-wide. 

The serials due lo be screened were advertised 
having been selected from a poll conduoed among 
members of the British .^qjrecialion Society at 1982's 
P;mopticon ovsnl In 

Bmuingbam- This was s true in pan. Voiing forms were 
(Ssnibmed, listing all the stones the BBC then had 
complete in it-s archives. The DAi.nK Imvasii)-. • » F vhth 
wa.s also the fans' choice for a Harlnell sI' [a The 
prrf erred Troughton serial, however, was Tm. W ak 
G A q u I ck ly di soounied dde lo its ten episode ru n nmg 
len!;lh. .Also dismissed by reason of tenglh w;is the 
pLTn^L"!.' sTi(.ii-..'L\ Pl -\sf I I li ! Ht. ,Sk'ii;'].ks The oh\ ii>i]s fan 
fa\Lioitic. 'fjii DMAsi.'Ns CLtuM juiI .he iiiLkidL'd as i^nly 
one epistwle Min in L';>n"iplt.1r hI'.S lini.- Ui'iir.it 

Vi.n ;i ^AlliL^ It l'>*'kcd like the lIi'^scii rL-fTiHH.L'nicnlH 

Tlkf.KkK I kl ilU .\\ M'SS. WlUj'id jiss' ^v- ulli^pfKrii J> ihe 

BriCiml\ htkl,ibkii.k-.iiid-\Ui!k- l iliii i>iiMi I » uTillialiy, 
.jllfi a Il.4 1 1| ^^ urk li.id hfcii diUiL' 1>\ l.iri I l'miu' .iiid ^ ideo 
eneinLVr laiiits Kusm-II, a qii.iliiy ml.iiir NTSC 
roenrdini; u a-. juilLieJaLcepLihli: li 'i lu.. k.il Ixingleat. 

Hiehlitht i>l' the hnliJay -ALvktmi ,i-. anLjUesliorl- 
abl> ihc t hance visitors would haii- ihf Divtor 

Whii uLtors and aLHesses liM' im sia^'i' Jasi Libout 
jvs-r. .>tic nislered lo appear iii'l"n.' iiu l>i in ORS signed 
ci'iilrai.is IxKiking iheiii ii>r ilie vifekend after produc- 
tion wrapped: j lucrali\i.'di.-al w hsth mi'ludcd full boLird 
ai the Balh Arms l-Jniel .lEid .i ^ li.iiii|ia^rte reception al 
Longleat Hnuse iiosicd by ihc Marnuis of Ualh. 

Principle promolKiis Icr the eveni *a^ via "advemse- 
jneoB" cga^Cl. Plt^ «•» |iQg«lc«a wSm several 
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Season 20 efrisodes. ar\d on St. David's day Paa DavU 
son andFunclc Troughton appeattd on the BBCBrestk- 
tasi Time show to provide additiooiii iDfortnation. Bodi 
Radio Timet and Doctor Who Momhly pritited booking 
details.aiKl with lickm priced at jtist £4 foradtilu, £2 for 
children. Heather Summerfield. the AtMiKittofis and 
Publiciiy ofTioer for BBC Enterprises, was able to an- 
nounce with confidence thai by March 30th over 1 0,000 
lickeu bad been sold, with Ihoasaods more expected a) 
ihc gates. What they didn't realise was just bow many 
mass vmilA turn up at ihe ^les,.. 

A &X acne sue between the bouse and Longleal's 
half-mile pond was lalien over by the BBC from Friday 
evening on wards. April tst. Nine huge maiquecs were 
jr..L kJ iM hiiusethe vaiiou'- ili'.['l.i\Nandevenu«.bigscsi 
. I Ml. ii, :rig one in the ^[.ihii .miriyard which would 
hisu^c iliL- Icinim inier%'icws. Nine events, including 
iipt-'ninj! uiid cUtsirg L'cromonre.s. were blocked for this 
2()0 seat vcnijc. Each event was timed lomn forabnut an 
hour with gaps in bclwccn so Lhal site security — a 
contingent of the Roy:il Wdih Fusiliers wearing L'M T 
badgei — could clear ihe lenl an<i shepherd in the nt.-\[ 
audience. In (otal. jusi l.8(KJ of the anticipaleJ L^JKhi 
would be able to !ice and hciirihi: l;ut^!^' rcmini>iCL-rii, i.-s 

A^pan (ir,ibiiluir:JiM'mnne> tur [Ir- BRC - n;- 





dtarity, Children in Need, an area was set aside in the 
merchandise lent for an auction of Doctor Wlto profM 
and costumes. Over 300 items, tDCluding some from 
Stake's Seven, were eannark^ for sale. Top items, 
from a list which mainly comprised tnemorabilia from 
the Bukerera, wetea conqileteCybernian costume hrom 
TifE Tomb or thk Cvbrhmi5< and one of Tom Baker's 
outfits, which Nicholit!i Courtney recalls selling to Nor- 
man Rubenstein (organiser of the Chicago Spiltl <tf 
Light Convention) for over £5,000. One of (be am 
Cyber-concroller heads, also l^ma OF hb 

CvniLRMELN. went 10 an AU^^iiii^ iS0il tst a foor- 
tigure sum, 

Sunday April Ird dawned with a bright, bul cold 
morning. Most fanclub members had ^irrivoJ in the ;irea 
the previous day, stopping ovcmighi in !i<..il limels 
hef'iii c heading out for the single-track road m Ltmglcat 
iKMiiiiijning.OnccailycasuaUyoflbe celebrations was 
Blakt's Seven Mar flari.-!h Thiimas Having planned a 
quiel Easter «eci,t-iKl break unh his u ik-. Tlmnui^ '.^ljs 
quile stunned 1(1 flnJiijL- his L-li.isL-ii liideau ay.lhe Mendip 
Lfdjjc Hiiicl- p1a> int' hi>si tn mure ihiin ,j hundred eaycr 
eiidiusiLisi\ fruiii Ihe Apiiiceiainui Si^iei;. .iini ilie f.iii 
Cluh of AmcriLa 

Car park sues L're niore than ti.i! f tillcLj h\ the li me 
Longleal sivung iipen ils i;ales to .niiini .i -.ii^sljiilial 
.„., ^ .,. 1 .. r ,1 I . , ■ .| . 1, ,. . 




DOCTOR 
WHO HAS 
WAITING 
ROOM 
ONLY 

>y eilL SWAIN 
DOCTOR WHO faced m 
bUsest space pi^blem M 
I/oneleat yesterday. 
Pans ot the BBC's superhero 

Sacked tents at the stately 
ome (or Britain s flrat 
Doctor Who ConvenUoa. 
Wblle silver Cytierm»ll oa*< 
tunes and Tardls proBm 
neni under the hammer. 
litiiidTeds of disappointed, 
lamilies h«<i to be turned 
Kimy. 

And tbe message for tod*;^ 
repeat perfomiAnce is : if 
yt3\i haven't got a tlclcet, 

there's no tttarantee you 
111! get In. 
The idzt of the crowd took 
tbe BBC by wrprlse. Tbey 
bad expected a maximum 
of 50,000 o'ver two days, 
intimates yesterday alone 
put the rro^d at 35,090. 

Androids 

But for the lucky ones it was 
a scienre Action paradise. 

There were Cytjcrmen, goril- 
las, monsters with ram's 
beads, androids and greea 
Bilmy thinrs. The make-up 
department showed off their 
akllls la one tent, the radlo- 
phonlc workshop theirs In 
another, and tbe special 
eflects department let oS 
explosions over tlve lake. 

One p«rent who took bfai 
children remembered watch- 
ing the Rrsi Dr Who episode. 
Now his young sons are as 
keen fans as he was. 

The Convention It organised 
for charity to celebrate 20 
years of the TV sertat 
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radjosWieas were already giving updal^^ on Longesled 
roads in the area, with special meiuions made of the 
evcni in progress ai Lord BaUi's residence. Shortly after 
deven aU the ofHcial car parks were Full, leaving ftus- 
tcred attciulanis noopiraibut ta^U vehicles onm spare 
i»<s of giBSs-laiul. This ploy would laler cause problems 
ftw hundreds of drivers. Weaiher for the past few days 
tW^4»pii frequently wel, teaving tbe ground lioft under- 
foiX'ilui ea«fly dutnied kiito n»d l^y w«« to 1^ 
cxerciK of giaiiiig ost of Le^|}eil even haider than 

0m li^ 4o be «ffi«ia% dmed; 
The jteer vt^amefpeo^ 
pte who had tnmed ttp 
meaol there was hardly a 
square yard of free space 

Con wastioni. 

Everywhere ihere were 
queues. Queues lo the Innim 
lent. Queues to ihc cinciiu totu. 
Qucuesintodllthccxhihils.E'kL-ii 
iho^rt.' wmiiin^ noihing mure ihan 
lo use die toilets found lines backed 
up with more thm Ml hour's writ in 
prospcci. 

hci ii,il>l> itic iini.-'.lIiIi:!. suffered. 
Even alterb.irkiiiL^ vii-i'L'euni-maiorv hut! 
hcclorcJ MMlnr-. iiiin jnd nj; nt liit- 
IviiK-l marquee. nnllimL) imuIJ -liiri until 
[he riNNlLTcd euest flih the i;:iL]rllL'l ol 
lr\ iiil; iiiM]iiee« itiriiughu lerilahle i;ruMi 
c!i ui-ll u i^hiTs.aulograph hunters, pholng- 
rLiphLT> .LTiJ i^fncrril onlookers, An\i js [he 
griiiind L!iider["i)ipi lurneil more urd iinire inlti a iriultlied 
soup, even e"«s<s> ha** lo pauM; at tenl llirc.shtilds in 



exjmplain of feeling cold. 

Outside the grounds things uerc just as bad. Now 
thai the gules u crc shut motorists had no option but ID 
turn around and try and wend their way back along tbe 
ihree mite single-track to the nearest A-ruad. 
ll was an almost impossible feat given 
the sheervolume of onawaries 
traffic still trying to 
get lo the 




home. One 
n [i jppc'd 
\^riler I ci ! jri\.e l>^tk^. ^^tlohitLl 
set nut ih^Li nmniini: Irom London in- 
ltndi[ij| iLi tjke his l;iiiiil> lo the ^ho\s . \\ eilyej 
■■1. ilid limit the Wilishii'eCiinst.ihuhiri uotc jMe tuei'iie 
Lip w i[hescJpe rt^utes. Dieksreeatt^has iiimpiion hut 
tLiIurn ul Ml i-. engine and sit patient! \ for iiiore ih.m I'ao 
hours in the ca(. fating a biimige of toinplamis Ireim his 
disajipQitiied duldrcn. 



for the fortunate and patient few, however. Long leal 
had ilstwwards. Patrick Troughton made his first ever 
Appearance at a Doctor Who event on day one 
^d, despite endless rumour^ in the Lonwnry. 
TtHD Baker look to the stage on d ay I wo and 
answered a question about his depiinnre 
tmm the series with an uticompromismg 
rqily. "I was pushed" he said, pausing a 
beal before adding, with alwtijUe in his 
eye, "...By the Masia!" 
Some stu^^ too. Fraser Mines, al' 
ttioa^ due, never made it la lifjlt- 
shiie after bis car d^ill cs 
tuut^ bs enitiast, a ufquMt^ltecl 
guest was Jdin Levene wtwitatde 
il in time lo attend the fonnn as 
the Pertwee years. 

The limcuble of events 
pTDinised all attractions would 
close at 6:00 pm sharp, but 
with so Ttiany packed into so 
small a .^paee, it was not 
until well after seven that 
an\ semhiance of peace 
and qjiei re[umed tti an area of 
land ihiit now hore Mriliing similarities 
to the Somme balllifield 
Two quiie separate Dwliir Vihti p.iriies totik place 
thai eveiiint:. Loi illaji> of (he i].iiesl^ .il [he cclebliition 
the place to he rt as [he IBalh .Xriiisllnie! Il w as there that, 
at various points Jurnii: theeveniiii:. many of Ihc celeb- 
rities fiiutid themselves heiti^^ ■.iitniin^ned" fsie! lo ihe 
suite <Ketipied b\ Norman kiilx'iislein. aiiJ presenlcd 
u iih the deal he was olli:^intj lor dn appearance ut ihe 
.Spirit of Lighi convaition. It vm* disal time of thetn 

turned d(>wn. 

A lew nidi:'- ,iw .u . .i[ ihe Mendip I .i^ue HL>lel. many 
of the fans gaitiercd for a night of post niurtents and story 
swanpings dmui the day just gone. The^ were joined 
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jrii;riiwtiilchv iiiL-iiihtTMit llie Rutliiipliotiic Workshop 
ajiJ. lalL-r, b\ Jiihn N'jiliati-Tunifr iind Gji\ DC'Wnic. 

Wniing in hi\ mc-niiiir'- tor Diicuir IV/io A'/iyMriiit* 
_\i;ar>. laicr. Ihe kiniici I'rt Jucl-i [ivjIIl'J ,i iriomfnl nhen 
lit- «.a>, ^L-rKiiil> :i'--vjuliej hy ;i nii-ir.hLr of the "f;in 
ElltltT.ili", jislI \u't ihc ^Jl i^LiFrtenl Kc^lLU uistlKni; nusro 
Ihun A jioii-pcrMiiulivfJ jniLukidi.iii 'i! ilic uriu^ Lincts 
ti'li hy '.om.inv nl ilinsc wh<ihLid spi'til n^'M\\ ciiilii linurs 
qucuinti ]i) L'liJk'Ss lines- Tt^c fjcl Iht-st' t'onink'nis svcfl* 
IiujIhil: friijii a tuniiLT (.-onvctiliiin nrgaiii-.LT' mlh jn 
unhlt^nu^fK'ii ir:ijk ri-'i:i.ifd ptThap^ JiJ ruti JilH|> muntr'^... 

MiimlLiv April -ilh m iiiipru\L-iiiL-nl on th^ Jav 
bernii.' It w.Mmi. Miiniy L-onsequLTiils .1 liltk 
drier unJuitnui t ruui c.iilj mcming onwjrds BBC 
radii.' MJiPims fi.i'J li.-.'jdi ii^i anrounccmi.Tii^ '.vaniinE 
anvunc nol hotJiii,:' .idi xwi: \ wl.'.-\' n.iiii 1 sinJi-iijIvL- ihe 
nip 10 LonglL'iii. iNewspupeis. ttui nj-inlntLcd the mes- 
sage. The Daily Mm! floated BBCKiimatesihai35,000 
had turned up on Sunday, taking stuff and ofricial<^ 
totally byswprise. "Andtbenwasagefortoday's repeal 
ptrforaiaflce is" it weot on. "If you hsvcn'l got a lickci 
there's no guarantee you'll get in". 

For those thiii did get in, Monday was a mart mun- 
aged affair. Panel inteTviews ran closer tt> tiroe. extra 
mobile toilet TBcilities weie ^vuted, qneues forexhib- 
lis uerc lull abreast msbet tban siiigle'line, and overall 
therir « a greater sense of space. Every one who came 
was at>l£ 10 find a vanta£e poin 1 fram which ic watch the 
Visual EfTecispytiytecbnic display across the water from 
Half-mUe Pond wlikh concluded the day's proceedings.. 

The merchandise leiu did brisk businras dvoughout 
thf iwn days. Major siallholdeis included W.H.Alicn. 
BBC Records and Tap« and Marvel Comtes. Purdus- 
ers ai the BBC counter were baoded a form inviting vote% 
for which Oocto-r Who story should be released first on 
VHS and Beta mas home video fonriiit. The apparcni 
winnerwasTHj- BftAi\(ii Mi ikhh ^. \\ liichduly apiKraiL-d 
S-t aeO-minute ed;wd omnibus in October Inrihc 
princely sum of £25. 

Thanks to many visitors ]ea%'ing early to fac-c liin;j 
BaokHt^day traffic journeys home, the gaicii at U>ng1cat 
were able to shut much floscr to time on MuniJiii 
cveiUBg, The biggest Who shim- of all w,a^.over, hut iii>t 
ihe post-norieras. Over ibecouiseof.tiKiM^^tlew week.s 
posiba^ to iSm SBC tetuiMw i ^«8t i<m fetiWB of 
i.iiriitilaim. 

.Sii 11HI did the letttTS tolmiitis of jfiijavr'naiii'n^il 
ii'j'iVspa[)LTs. "VViiiit a I liipi'li'ss Whi) Do" screamed > ne 
li.MdliiK-, which sumnifd the eseni up a> "...ai! or^jnisa- 
i!. 'iKi! disj;rai;t.-". Mrs J M pil^:l'i■ frdiii Duniiiilili; wrmc. 
■■ 'sii^ icasoiiijWy iiiifllii;i.-ni pcisiin(.iHiiJ\LVilii.-i:t<niiii.l 
spact iillocaied was wholly inadojuaic and lur ific BBC 
WMy Oi^y waetajGeabysia|iri«eMiberi2eoribe(30wd 





'A as iiuroJihlc Tin- d.ij aisi us il'^ m pt'liol, £1 
p.ifkitic t" lliL' MaTLjiu^ tit Bath, i i 2 iiclifts The lime, 
L'flbrl and Jisappommieni wa.s even jjri-'aii-'r . 

Rir all its faitiribiv Ihiiugh. I.tinglcat u ii-, iiiJispulahle 
pnml (>f the afltviiDD thi; efni-ial public fell Un fhxtiir 
Who at (his lime, Fi^'ures varj as 10 ibc finul tiLiiiibtr 
who paKsed Ihrcmtth or tried to enter the Lungleai 
ground-v.but an average put.'! the iotal elose to M.IKN) — 
ar*eordinan>onc'sUnils> nru i.i'iL;;hk-(viioriL-iary nf 
I he tiuiny thousand s uf pi.iii iid s la Isu 1 11 1 j^aic rcc l- 1 pi s and 
auction sales was the Childrttn in Need charity. Enough 
money was raised to purchase a minibus for (tit Sun- 
shine Coaches appeal, which aims to jwovide ttansport 
for handicapped dutdren. The wMtc. Itigo-emblazcmed 
vehtc le wa.s ofBciaily handed ova during a Ww IMa* 
episode by Peter Davison and Richard Humdall. 

Financially Longleai was an amazing success, but 
the liabilities it exposed as legank BBC Entiopri^' 
ability to plan aitd suge large scale piibUc «veoti 
ensuied such a project would never ^ain be Hiidertalc» 
as a solo ventttie. 

But then again, it had been an extraordinary year. 
19S3 marited the apogee of the show's ptqwUrity 
world-wide and conftTmcd its status as a iraikiikal imti- 
lunon. Never beroieorafterwciethcpublicso aware of 
everything that is Doctor Who Maybe the only real 
(fis^aw was liie eaily discoustiiig of Wembley Sta- 
drum as a possible venue. 
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eason 20 Overview 



NFT in '83 




IT'S ALMOST iiii|npssiblc [v imuvine in the cablal 
I99()s... A world where iIil- hIim nf watching cult ur 
classic TV reruns SLvnn- J .i'- lantaslic as discovering (he 
lost classics of the BBC in a Hi>ng Kong car boot sale. 

Yet such w as the ease ies> than fifteen ycai •. ago. To 
put matters into fvrspeclivc, it is worth rec.illing ihc 
situation as it stood back in January 1 983. There were no 
sjiellile or cable channels. The earliest cable operator to 
>how 'archive reruns". Superchannel. began with its 
broadcasts to house owners in Milion Keynes more than 
two >cjjs later. Sky and BSB were two more years 
beyond that, and digital lelevision was only a gleam in 
the eyes ofJapanese. American .ind European inventors. 

Sell-through video titles were similarly unknown. 
Rental was king, and the rewards lay in the movies TV 
was still a pnn cousin, begging at the window for 
admission to the club. The concept had been born, 
however, and a few pluckings from the small screen 
s aulls — a few Mont) Pythons or the odd Space 1999 
compilation — were on the shelves for those willing to 
pay more than £24 a tape. 

On the fan scene things were marginally better. 
Those with pen friends "Down Under" had access to 
PALepisodes from the Jon PertweeandTom Baker eras, 
while the few with contacts in Canada and the USA. as 
well as access to NTSC standard conversion facilities, 
could get colour prints of such gems as Phi D.af moss or 
The: Amb.^ss.-mjors r„ Di:.ath. which even ABC TV i n 




Australia could not show . 

There was pirate material in circulation too. particu 
larly among the Appreciation S<x'iety's British Local 
Groups, although the quality was oltcn variable and 
frequently unwatchable. How many fans are now w ill- 
ing to admit the longeveningstheyspL-nt w atching blobs 
of white light strobing across screens ol juddering black 
while overcome with joy at the thought of watching an 
episode of Thi; M(>i>sb.vsi;'.' Not many, perhaps, but a 
careful survey might show that fans in their thirties are 
more likely to wear glasses than their peers. . . 

October 198.3's retrospective of Doctor Who at Ihc 
NFT was the brainchild of London University academic 
Manuel Alvarado. A leachenn Media Studies. Alvarado 
had teamed up with an Australian lecturer John Tulloch 
back in 1980. with a view to writing the first Media 
Studies course-book to use Doctor Who as an illustra- 
tion. Researched and w ritten during 1 982. their finished 
product was Doctor H'/io.- ThcUnfohlinK Tcv/. officially 
scheduled for an autumn 198.1 release by (tie Mae.Millan 
publishing group. 

The problem was the book s nature as a text book. 
Under the temis of their contract, authors Tulloch and 
Alvarado would receive little more than £45 each on the 
book's first print run — barely an expenses claim com- 
pared with the advance negotiated for Peter Haining's 
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NFT in '83 



SOUTH BANK SHOWS 



Jeremy Bentham takes a personal look at events behind-the- 
scenes at the first major public rescreening of old Doctor Who 
«pl^>de, the NertfonaJ FUm Thaatre w^lMd fn OotolM 1983 




.-I Celrhruliim 

Nevfnhi.'!et.s btiih wriici^. were awaie their more 
nn'Jc>i tiilc Lould slill !itnke il big. especially in the 
St;iI^.■^. i! 111,11 kcled right. MacMillan. iiowcvcr. shimtti 
link iiul'!l-i1. e\fr (hiijgh they would iMtr expluil 
avenues of adM.Ttisii!2 ihrough Doiior Wlui Magazine 
and ill tla- jtiuni;il^ i>\1\k Apprvciation Socictv . 

One 111' Ah ar-ddfiN rrioiids wii^;i dirOL'tuf I'l prujiuni- 
ming .tt ihi; Njiiorul Film Theatre. Richiifd PalJerson 
had hct'ii iniuKtd Um more 
than a vt; J r I ti a L-iii n p J i g n 1 1 ) 
inci ude more T V (1 ri J i na iL' d 
tnalcrial as. pan ol itiu' Eni- 
idiFllin Institute's rcniiltn 
'hereon classic "mm ing ini- 
aac'" pri'>dui;lK>ns ar its 
Siiuiti Bank tin the 

Ri\cr Th.iniL's. Reeenl 
fhanjies iii (heir iipcratiiig 
eilantT. piu^ lUU'ahle hl'- 
lolialioni. with ttjuiiy and 
ihe Musician's Uniim, had 
enabled a limned numbci 
□r hours to be givoi over tu 
TE-screeMng "dassic TV". 

By \m May m&, tte 

was less ilian four txionths 
aw»y and Alvarado *ns 
Imn 10 pull together a ma- 
jor publicity event. Me ip- 
proacbed Rjcbard fUlcrson 

with the idea oT a Docbtr Wild event » lp.fB> 
iiicide Willi a pmmotlon for hi,'; book ik'iSifitiAeH 
shop. The noiionwasputbeforetheBFI's event steering 
committee in June where sufScieni mierest was regis- 
tacd, Tbc an hut i^miidy apde ooe oswtEliMiw to 
Dociw- Whahistoiy. V^im^i^^^i 




Patrick Trcwghton serials. Tiir D(!mi% \to»s and Tm 
Wak OAMiis had been un<;atlht:ii to grt;ui &B&tt« the 
Naikmal Bmi49^^imB«^liim>me^S^0t^*^ 
earlier, 

Provicled nmiedal could bemcf^teAviKatif.lhsWt 
v/ae prepared to sancdoa a two diQf, wte^end erad m 
October, arming over both KFT waeaa ewdusiveJy in 
screening of old Doctor Wim seriak. Vital to the ven- 
ture's success was the eiUlnidasm aitd sofiport d Jotm 
Naihatt-Tttnier. WiA nearly twenty four hcNirs wortti of 
slots to fiU acrass two cinetttascieens, only the BBC could 
suppiy suflideni rootage of high enough quafiiy. 

Actually iSm tvasn't qniie tnte. One other individuai 
possessed a (if ^isodei up to broadca^ Etandanl, Ian 
Le vine. The renowived lecctd produixr gave iiis9)|^!a|t 
1(1 Ihe venttire eariy on, but perntissioa lo screen 1^ 
\lden Cannes — which waiacte^MJJfMlwAnpQ^ 
ihi: BBCioriinuprilmpniHtfinaMN^t^m-^ vm^ 
siill need to come from 
Nalhan-Tuiner orr behalf 
I if the ttirpoi alicin. 

A iiiefling was sel 
up betweon Richard 
Paltersun, Manuel 
Alvarado and myself 
ith John Nalhan- 
Tumeroo August 4ih to 
discuss prc^xjsalf^ tuni- 
mered together so t.ii. 
BasiealU they tiinsisted 
of shnuini: at least one 
compiete '.ior> In im each 
of IheDoelor'sera^.pliiv 
ri\t! hkjek^ tif odd epi- 
sodes grouped tiijether 
aiidel the 
p nrriTi a ri- 
le au licjd 
iiig ot Se 
I c c I c d 
Gen IV. 

The 

\ J IV llrsi storv , |.iju^ pill It L'pisixle. ^as ali 
;iius choice fi'[ \Villi,im HaitncU. Due 
i A here il had Ix-l-d Jisci>>cTtd. I he BFI 
were teen iliai "Iiii V\ m: (-'..mi - ^lii'ii'-: 
represent Patrick I'tiiLU'hUHi- Ian Lciiiic^ 
participauon enabled the screening of tin 
NTSC colour copy of TttE Dahkons {wi* 
part four provided in PAL). The BitJvtN en 
MtwBius was selected for Tsani Baker as a 
sK snub w BBC Enierprises who were 
planning lo release a tnmcaiiid version ol 
iliai same story on sell-through video n 
Dctober. Having focused so heavily on llu 
making of Kinoa in their book. Messrs 
Tullocb and Alvarado thought it fitting in 
include tfae sequel, Snakhmnce, as Petei 
Davison's outing. 
Choices forthe Selected Gems fell to me. and in tnti I > 
it n^ly was like winning an prize to choose anything 
you liked Irom the shelvesctf a dqarliiient store To be 
fair, a lot of episodes were chosen because they rc fleeted 
Joey tngraents in die show's Mnory oriwtictilarly good 
wafn^tes «f prodtiction iwAWqae. Tbc Qooor'* first 




confronta- 
tion with the 
Cybemmi in 
The Tehth 

I'l .iNI:.T2 was 

an example 
iif the former. 
Illustrating 
■ fic latter was 
Hie Ambm- 

SAD0K3 OP 

Death I for 
its particu- 
larly brutal 
stoat fight 
scene. Bm 
(here were 
SI Mile per- 
sonal favour- 
tesindleicos 

Assassin or 
the fiist epi- 
sode of The Dalek Invasion of EAmi to name 
but two. 

Even with all this material, there was 
still room Inr nmrc -.i-, ['aiicrstm diicovered as 
he blocked nut schedule' tor the two cinemas. 
There s^ere ccnaiii icslrLLtmns tic had toob- 
ss.'r\ L- .\nythini; snhniilicd on \ idcn tape could 
i"inl\ t>L> shown in the smaller NFT2 auditi^ 
num. NTT I \* as IhL- siilc preserve t"l film. 
F.vciittJalK luo more [in hiir. mime slots ojvjned 
up, which gave un opportunity tu ^huw in iutl 
Ihe very fnsi Daiek story, plus one more 





Season 20 Overview 



9 
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A Weekend 
of Delights,., 

The Beginning 

2pm. NFT 1 Saturday 

An UnraiDily a)U(l'(ai9l.VliiP} 

An Un«w«>ty ChM 

The Cw$ d( SkJs 

The ForMlof Fear 

The Firema^p' 

First Doctor Selec te d Gems 

4.30pm, NFT Saturday 

The Web Planet - Crater of Nee<ltes 
Ttie Aztecs • The Brtde of Sacrifice 

The Time Meddler - The Meddling Monk 

Jh^ A.-. . T-^ E-T- 

The Coming of the Daleks 

»,30pm, NFT J Stsmiay 

The Oaiaks, episodes one to «avMi 

The imwders 

A.44Mn, 1 Sahirdajf 

The Daiek tnva^on o4 Ear^i - Worhf ^ End 
TheTenfhPlsnrta 

The Daiek Masterp^an 1 0 - gscqpe SMRGtl 

A Tramp in Timp 

12pm. NFT1 Sunday 

The Ui'ia RacDe" €p'= c-^e 

Second Doctor Seiected Gems 

^.aopm, NFTI Sunday 

The MGGnb33? episode tottf 
7 ri i A b cTr. . .-. ; 0 ■ i S nowmen. apisode -IwB 
The Seeds of Death, episode tfvMi 
The Space Pirates, episode two 
The InvasiQfi, epistxte si^ 

The Epic Mlle^one 

S.3i^pm, NFT 1 Smdty 

The War Games. sptsCHjae Ons to tan 

The UNIT Era 

2pm NFT 2 Saturday 

Third Docto r SeLa^ed Gems 

^$fiim, HFT2 Saturttay 
Urn Annttaessdors of Oeatti. apioMtBona 
TsTTDr of the faltarm, aptaoda one 
The TUTie Monstw, episode six 
Frontier In Space, episode six 
Invasion of Ihe Dinosaurs - ■ a- ; i: 

The Gothic Approach 

&.$epm, MFT2 Saturday 

The Brain of Moitius episodes one to tour 

Fourth Doctor SeiBciBd Qmm 

12pm. NFT2 Sunday 

The Ark in Space, episode ore 
The Deadiv Assass;i. episode 1 
The Talcrs o( Weng-Ci a'-o. 
Tfie Sun M2\ers;, spitcce one 
The sure H:.s ep'sodeai^e 

The Image Builders 

2.30pm, NFT2 Sandsgy 

Snakedsece ep'sodes one to four 

Fifth Doctor Selected Gems 

4.313pm. NFT2 SunOn^ 

Kinds epsoOe two 

Mawdryn Undead. episode two 

En'ighlenment. episode two 
Es"r,£ HcC". 'b'C' episode fojr 

Adventure in Space and Time 

7pm. NFT2 Sunday 

The King's Demons, episoide two 
Pytamtds ot Mats, episode iour 
The Sea Devils, episode six 
The Web of Fear, episode one 
The Crusade 3 - The Wheel ol Fortune 




Selected Gem compilation; this one an undisguised uek 
thiTuugh one meniorBbie episode per Docior, finishing 
with hi'.ninM rtvemlv ^eeri TV ina»linent,T(KKWQ'S 
Dlmi'Ss ; rthout'ti prmci-'iioiii^t's felbles icnde lUt • 
joumL-\ hii'.'V. sii lime, rrr'rii EneUind 

1215 iM ^^llc^llIK■ ; I'M 

To ihi' i.-M.-ni --iinn; 

cloiil -.^ilh ItiL- Prcs^, -M^Liniilii mill 
P;ii[crvon were kcon lo jutnj: smnc 
celehritiL-s Tnt n list' on-qa;;!,- -.tin'-v 
lLirSunJ^\ aiiLTnLH^it 1"n>itlod. It pos- 
sjbJt". h\ :j Docliir TIil-v vianEcd 
Tom B;ikfr M\ ihoiiLthi \v;i>. ih:ii 
Jon Pertnee « ould pni'. e tht rrnist 
uvuilable candicbie. None of 
dreamed wbo VCnSl acWally ap- 
pear... 

Oft'^rinp momJlian TQepisodi.'-. 
at the hnul count, the event, clubbed 
Docior Wha: Tlit- An /c/"".!,' -^ri. 
was a virtual scll-oui. particularly 
for the more vintage sc reenings. A 
commemorHiive bcioklci was Cfaro- 
missioned by fix NFT which fea- 
tured artwork fraiti then CM S kmi 
aad^Phil Be van. Gottkin Lengden 
asd Siuan Glazebrook. Doors 
openedjii9«fter iKKioon^ntrday Octd)a-2% andl^ 
one o'clock the tbeatre's restattnmt, bod: ^wp and b»- 
were pick^. 

Notionally Sunday was the ilaic wbea gim csd^- 
lics were due. Visiturs on Saturday, however, were 
pleasantly surprised to find ihemselwi rutsbing shcnii- 
4fm witb njunes bam beltind the cametat: Tetrance 
tSeks, tUymond Cujick and Barry Letts to name bet 



' AssiKtai flfbse turning up was celebrated TV Dinar- 
tor, Douglas Camfit-ld [n Inve u'ilhI>ocit)r Whoasevcr 
Cami'ictd confesscti lo sonie feelings ut remorie and 
pepet, having turned down the offer to dirert The Rye 
DoCTOiis. Few of those w ho attended thai weekend wiU 
fcsgel his slining but sclf-dqsecatiilg iiitroduclionsoa 
stage to the ^$od« Weaappgiat 1 and IteiOttsMJaS, 



nor the sense of tragedy his premature death just three 
TOonths later would pro\okc. 

SoiMfy Octi±cr30ih iiiasihi.- iia> ihai vu.ppftl Dticlor 
"WblsJtoStraij! f IS track s . Pii 1 u t h l' \ 1 1 1 1 1 in,' " I H ■ hi'ilu leJ 
progranvmiiig iIil* \i-T i)|VrlL'd |[^ 
dix>rs at 10. .Vi |.:> aiiniii visiinr^ in 
(mif iWcijrtjiiuip-.it Niinii .Atilijl 
uiiil; oil .1 i jiiiv uct.'kL-iiJ nidminL' 
nnl\ J -js^K ri^L'is ulTl' pn^p- 
pini; upthc Lalclcn.i i jhlcs — cnih- 
hiiijraquick (n -upnrMiikiil.L: Ntcam- 
ini; mua-- nl fipflcu Slinrll) hL-tnrc 
:.-'i.'s L'n ttic ini: i!(KirMiut iirilo ihe 
II ,r (.•mhaiikini'nl were ■.hiiiili'd 
jijremoriiiiusli open loiidmila 
■ I. hirvuic lijure cltadung a 
'.iilicr --iiL^js tiin- 
elb. It iiuik a lew 
,iii>LMns li^r rlii" 
firi\ 111 Jrop: thai 
the kliJ^llrJ hairnc^- 
comer staading pa- 
lienlly in line wait- 
big for a piping hoi ' 
expRsso was none 
oiiwr than Patrick ' 
Trougbtoa. 
Still weaiiiig ihe sali-4md-pepper col- 
oined beard he bad grown for the BBC's 
adi^ptajian of Jtjhn MasefieW s novel , The 
BaxoTDdl^ts, this wasTroughion*s first 
appearance at a Doctor Who evail since 
his debut at Langleat m tttoaUs bcrotc- 
hawL Displaying no signs of Dotting ^ 
awe and anuzement his t tlma^} •^asb- 
peeled anivol bad generated, Tioug|j|q(i ' 
sat down happily in one comer of ttw ci^ 
and pri>ui-e(K-(f ir^ '.iyn .niidgraphs for any 
who ask^J 

The lijur iiuiled (luesl.K at \FT1 that 
afternoon reprcbtntcJ all eras of the programme .Xn- 
tfaoay Aitiley recalled hislwinn^OBJg&ite Tom Baker. 
aswaDasthed^beacktKXtale^aftdlltceerDelpdo 





A First Journey into the Past. . . 

THERE are two sides to every Stt^. Wlte Jereny Bsrtham. ex-staff writer on 
Doctor Who Magazine, was busy seiecling episcce.- and conducting panels, a 
young fan was taking that fateful Step that marir ■ m e frn In September 1983 I 
njshed out to buy the latest Who book each montii ai ;i jreamod of the day when 
my parenls would buy a video recorder. By Movember. I was editing a ^an^i^e and 
on the i.vay 'c running a local group. And the NFT weekend was the key. 

we discovered a cinema' was planning to shov.' ■members' a 
weekend of old Doctor Who. tt was a given ttiat rdjoln;o^>e!ein,loould book tickets 
for my equally fanatic sister, arid the fellow tm wt^l^itiiiiiMGat CUier Ittti 
iix>nd»nned to share my ijesk fiw years before. 

There vrare dlsappotntmantG. Th« Daemoms was bm^':.iip,'1aEkie^ ihe 
nwnth betvraeri booking Oiir thdcete ctrvle^lteii^lrig 

changed anyway: OWM scribe Rtebard Marsott had lomret! a loratl gttsiip, and oW 



episodes were on wew e^^ 
weekend was different. On 
fora moment before burstT 
that was no polite pavlovia 
seenied new and ternt^'ing 
The: Web Plawet had dated 
Aztecs We'd marked down 
yet it had us weted to the 
The most ironic me 
river I fourid my mis.sing Pe 
only as I walked aw^lhel Z 

immirieiAttmtsWie (HJbfisr 
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THE CON OF THE DECADE? 




inifrprfrntiim dI Tfi!; M.WlT Heiithcr Hurtnell spoke of 
her lalf husband W lilian. while commenting how much 
Pclcr Davi<,iin\ i:h:irijc!i;r reminded her nf him. John 
N:ilhan-TLirnfr djstu^^t'J il'j^uhv tni fLjMinu C^jlin 
Baker ;is I he iate^l DiMiir-ni-nujlm^, und Palrick 
Troughion vs jiw P-iinck Trooglwoji: saying SO 
muL-h hut jjiuriti m) lntJe. 

Noi \>...-> jiLjiii ^.llhng ihi iHiLlii'Li: the 'Acekend. A 
few LinecJiiies >urlaL-ctl uluiii: liie w u> F-umK the liile of 
Ihe priijeeiionist m NFTl vi. hn. bjv mt: Jlri-ady seieened 
thcpiloi episode, panicked midw^iv ihruu^h showing As 
Unearthi-y Ci-iiu), believing he ha4 put on tbe previous 
red again by m i wike . The screen faded la black midway 
througb the insialment, returning to life ituDt niomeiia 
laicr with The Cavb w Skuu-s. 

The other «s the story of the 1 7-year old who. during 
a sbowiog of Ttm War Gambs, coald 
not iBMkretaad wby the voice he was 
\>aamg on mttm aJso sMmed to be 
conung from behind him as well. 
Swiii^g round in his seat to iocaie 
ihe souiee of ihis irritation, the 
suddenly found himself &ce to hat 
with Ftoict Troughtoa who was sat 
in the nexl mw back, laJking thfuugh 
the plot wiih Ms i«ife. It a dotAtle 
ukii Maek Sennet have cfaoreo- 
gmphed. 

Boc^ Who — The Devel- 
opir^ An was nowhere as well ai- 
leiiiieti ;is [ ongleal nor as intemalion- 
ally publicised as the Spirit of Ligltl 
convention. NevertheteiE it drew to- 
gether the preatesi assembly of old 
Doctor Who episodes ever lo be res- 
urTBCled for public exhibition, and il 
gave Patrick Trouglium a chance lo 
refine hi.s on stage "perl'tirrajnce" in 
the mn-uplo his true baptism i>fi1 re in 
America three wecl^ later. Ii imux 
wa^ihaaimeic wasahcMofdeUgtts. 




very couple of months. But the atmos^ers Id th« NFT 
1 occasion was slectiifyfng, as the audience sai in silence 
irtg Into riotcKis a^j^use at the first si^t of a Daiek - and 
an reaction, bec^tise for Ihose few moments the Daleks 
g. There was the disappotntmenl of realising how mudt 
d, and ttie hunger caused by the shear brilliance of The 
n the boring historical as the point lo eat our sandwiches, 
; spot tor 25 minutes, moutiis open m wonder, 
lemory is a purely personal cne On the stalls tieside the 
'ertwee annual, and cleared my pocKets to buy iL It viras 
Dickpointddtfiatf'djtistgotiiriJa^i^apifiQ^ 
nnual. 

at pri.ied annual is gathering dust in the atlic... while thai 
ther who believes my explanations tor missed deadlines. 

ANTHONY IBRGWN 



SPIRITS IN 
THE SKY 

If Lon^leat was The Event and October's NFT vraekendi 
The Gala, then Chicago's Spirit of Light show was The 
Convention. 7,000 delegates converged on the splendour 
of O'Hare Airport's Hyatt Regency Hotel for the biggest 
Doctor Who convention of all time. iMtm WAUCHOP 
JI^EMY BENTHAM look back to the ttm wtmn "The 
Fantasy became Reality" 



"PAN AWBMCyWM is pleased to weletime ym> aboard 
our morning flight today to New York's Kcnnt'd> Air- 
pm, and at this time we would like to e.y iend a special 
welcome lo all our guesis &om Doctor Wfco, wto will 
be flying with us today" 

It's a morbid thought, butsfsomietcrriblc tragedy had 
befallen ^ Pan- Am 747 on ib journey to the USA on 
November 2Znd 19S3, nearly half of DeeUn- Wfao's 
pnncij^e cast would have pcriiJied with it 

Look around the main cabin. Towards (he rear of the 
plane Carole Ann Ford is looking for the jazz chanod on 
the in-IU^i eoiertammfflii system. Up hy a Toning 
btitlchead Ian Maiter is talking anirasiedly to Jdin Leeson 
wtiile Elisabeth Staden pores over a magazine in the seat 
behind. In the middle Mary Tamm and Louise Jameson 
aredeep in ci>n\'t:r$ation. with Rona Cumming and Peter 
Moffat! engrossed in reading the aircraft safely insUiic- 
tion^, and the Sunih Sullon/Janel Fielding duoab^rbed 
in a catalogue of duty free goods 

Up in Business Class sils John Naihan-Tumer, while 
even further forward in First Patrick Trough ton and Jon 
Penwee are quaEQng the first of many gJass«s of finest 
French chanqngne. The fauitd~up to llie biggest ever 



Doctor Who convention was staning as it meant to go 
on - in siyle... Bui ilsroois I;i> in a much smaller atom. 

Spirit of Light Eaicif^.sirv Lid had been founded a 
few years earlier by George arjd Cheryl Brio. Principally 
a mail order comics businesi, the title was a mauifie sta- 
tion of the couple's Strong reUgious beliefs, which diey 
sought to promoie alongside their enibusiasm for ped- 
dling items from the fanmsy genre. 

By the early Eighties Chicago had cemented fw 
itself a repuiatim as the Doctor Who capitol of Amentia. 
Cyer since the evening of September 39th 1 975 local 
station WTTW bad been a prime biMdcB5ter ^ the 
mnei. Hesimnlly at flrsi with the first ihnx seasons of 
Jon Pertwee's Doctor (including colour hroadca.sts of 
The Ambassadors op Death and The Msnd oi- Evil), but 
the station had stepped up lo mnning new Tom Baker 
episodes uighily by July 1980. 

N(H surprisingly dje shiiw's burgeoning following 
had given rise to a network of fan gmups spread all over 
ihe northern Illinoi.s region, wiih imaginauve names 
suchasThc Time Lord .\cademy. The Eyes of HamMny, 
The UNIT ItTegttlars aad The Qnissaries of the While 
Ouaidian. 





Season 20 Overview 
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THE CON OF THE DECADE? 



1^ 1^ major U S Doctor Whn ajstvtakm 
wseeoteiy tiie preserve ofciutn based in western satle« 
such as California, home of NADW.W, and Cotorado, 
home the Dociar Who Fan Club of America.. They 
were die first to bring top name guests fmttt the seTies 
over, but veua« rat Ibc «wst coaa were proving expen- 
sive id mm of trawl for ta]s |M^ deMfea». ' 

Quran's an>es3 E«y in its pwifianWm'Ti^ beitt 
of the oatioi}. Air fares (cam England were cheaper than 
to die we^ and oorre^antfingly cheaper for ^tegaies 
^pilVllR ilRi^n iK south aod east of the StAies. 
"Itii iiad )Mn^&e(m»ed by Lairy Cham, a local 
comics boob store owner, when he decided to augment 
ills annual suimner Chicago Comic-Coii with a Doctor 
Who theme in Augtist 19S3. Although an expertenctal 
busoMs^nan, Chaiei (Ud not hive hufricient sisSfan ins 
owniorunamojorevent,sohetunietliolbefBn neiwork 
for administrative help and slcwarding. After* trejnen- 
douilj successful evcnl in '82. Chare) wenl for 
bigger and better in August 1983, bringing ovit 
Petp* Davison. Isnci Fielding, Ian Maner, Nichob ^ 
Eemtaey and the ubiquitous John Nathan-Turn 
for a fuither 5.000-plus conwiasn, in the tnon.- 
spacious and better air-con^liBiifl eia v ittiBinM II of 
Iho R;irn.ail:i O'H.trc Inn 

Spun 111 l_i;jtii uiit; 111 Ihose bodies whu 
pili:hcJ in thfir -.upjuiri tor ilif S 1 ■,\mv. . but by tlsi- 
point they had Linik-ri^rini.'nrg.inis,itiiinal i;h.in£i. >iit 
their own. Otic of Ihtr iiiL-iiibL-rN nt Spiril ni' Lii:lii 
wasN'ormyn Rubeiixtein. j \ ltj succl"-\| u] .mJ '. l-[> 
wealth) Chicago-ha^L'J l;ni.ytr. Ongiiuillv .i lieu- 
letuml in the group Riilx-ri'.knii hiiJ, b\ JuK lyj^.l, 
replaced George anJ ChcPil Bnii a^ iirKpnoii'r of 
the Spin! of Ligh! n.iint'. 

Travelling loEnekmd Rubonslt'in usclI Iho m,t^^ 
gathering of jzuests Ji LimglcaHn .'iipril to sound nui 
asmanyashf foulddn hi-;visi(inti)siLigeLhi;bigai.'^l 
ever Doctor Wl-n. Linui-iilion iirounJ llic shii« '> 
aciUiil 20lh ariiiM.TNLii-y in Nm l-iiiIxt. Tliis wasiii 
(ippiinune date frir AmtTiLar- ;is ii co-m;. ided wilh 
the itarl of the Thanksgiving luilidjj , 

Recruiting his staff aiio from the Chicago fan 
community Rubenstein laid down the law in no 
oncOTain teims, " This is not going m he T-shirt CoB"te 
Bdd gaiherers to an initial meeting ai his offices in July. 
"This will be ran by a business as a Iminess". 

Ad vert i s i rtg f or the event was extensive and i mpres - 
riWt A full pr^L co]o«M-s|Htad oa the bade oFDMKor 
Mtimhly . comnMCciaUi cm taai TV stations and 
iieis sent out to cveiynHUMriKbaAnsCdi^^ the States 
and abroad. bapKa^WSmem^wemm. By raid- 
@NsifQfe«ei(iiiK«tliaa SjOOO haflpHMi^mca. gnaraniee- 
ing an opmuing twdgei of m. least $2SO.00O fim gate 
iBtHtey alone- 

Rubensiein needed thi s loo. Excluding Fim Cla^ air 
Sues and suite accomnNXtetioii at the Hyatt, ki£ fee 
budget to the Doctor amors wax a five figure sum apiece. 
lUuiKiurs that Tom Baker col lected upward t^SS&JBSXi 
Weie not unfounded 

For his pan John Nathan-Turner arranged for a 
number tif prize props, and coitumes. held back from 
Longtcal, lo be released by the' BBC for jucliDn at 
Qucago.ntese included Nyssa'siiLttit from I I I Kn ii k 
OF Trakem, one of the Mastei's black m:1vl'1 suits, ihi; 
Clown costume worn by Peter Davison in Bt Arn Ouniii). 
and Ihe Sherlock Holmes attire nom by Tom Baker in 
The Talons of WESo-CHiANt. 

Thursday evening and ali the scheduled guests hud 
arrived; four Doctors, twelve companions lincludins: 
recently cast NicobBrs anil, two Dirifciors, one Master, 
Daiek creator TciTv Nuhtm Jl!Ll.^l!■c^!^;r^L■. .lohiii \ai.han- 
Tumer. The cmirc c.xccuiisc « nii; of the H} jli luHci was 
cortunandeered to house ihc D(M;to:r \Mm rttinuc. the 
one exception being Tom Baker, whim.- contract siipu- 
lalej provision of a separate suite in Liiioiher hotel. 

Friduj 's Press ci'nference u as a^ packed js for any 
visit b) Lj Holly\soiid siar. Camera crc«s, photMpra- 
phers. rept'ners, all ji.)%llcd Kir lr3lclvic^^^ aiiJ Icatuic^ 
some even fnrtivcrseas pub! icat inns fX-'spiic nominally 
ample dimensions it was so<in iipp.irenl the suite allo- 
t'jicJ simply didn'i have enough chair>- for all the inlcr- 
V leasers and inleniewces. Typically it wa^ Pamck 
^migbtoa wIk) solved the jnoblnii. "Let's just sit down 



on the fkKr," he suggested, am] ihatprcKMded 10 do Just 
diat. So gradually did ev^one else without a seat utdit 
virtually everyone, including crewtnen wielding bulky 
cameras, was plonked cross-legged on the carpeL 

The ttature aflhh Tkss conference piovnl a causcoT 
Ntmaan Rubensieio' sonebigmisiake. Aware that some 
0tns gaeOi would be flying back to England nnmedi- 
wti^ after the ctntveotidii, be scrapped the traditional 
end-of-con "dead dog party" for fellow organi sers. stew- 
ards and helpers, and instead merged it with the pc-Con 
Press coafecence. Tbete bis teaio would be able to 
minite with the guests, obtain dieir own photos, auto- 
graphs and any seize any opportunities to say *HeIlo". 
Having achieved all this, however, nnuly half the 
iMirkfoice jtist di.uppeaied and were never seea again, 
leaving the biggest ever Doctor Who convention tviita a 
severe shortiage of staff on liie very ev« of Day One. 

Fortbose tiiaf were lefi the weekend wonW test 10 the 




fillltblirsaminaiplieace, self-control and sheer phy^i- 
eal endtoaqeeasAey (tMigJit to manage the enpeciaiions 
of more than 7,000 visilois, a troupe of rather nervous 
guesis and an increasiitgly ftgitaied bold numagemeni. 

One thing they did iti9l|imlO#(ib|in>lbe size of 
the muScnce. By the tiiDS S&Bl^ tti^maiSioa b(«aa 
the lines of people were bacJatd up U) ibe tar pal^ ixNteb 
wu_padced soUd in TlK fiiithfvl bad aiii««ft 

fflianidtaeiib brviag^lw ^a>^ 11^ 

diart boards all over the hotel throughout the weekend. 
Everyone played their part to the hill hut inevitably then: 
were disapptuntinents as fire-fighting organisers realr 
ised they had accidentally boctked a guest for a photo 
session the same time as they were due in an autopapli 
line. The nightmair was best su mmed tq> by one attendiee 
who, in reply in a rrientl s tjuesiion alwtat^tbciy wane 
wailing til soe said simply, "Uunno.twtrnebeefflliete 
[wo hours so I urn't shifting!" 

Panel events were a mix&ire of the pracdcaJ and the 
hi/arre. Each guest, or group of guesLs, would be di- 
rected lo one of Sie hotel's smaller conference rooms 
where he, or she, would siand inside a makeshift corral 
made up of tables, roaming around. Lrreeiing and cs- 
changing pleasantries with the endless phalur-x of del- 
egates winding in, around ;ind iiul of the rtK'm. 

Some activities had to be cancelled The mam casu- 
ally was a sene.1 of skiLs; mini-scnpts uriiten by die 
organisational leiim v, hich ihe guests n msl.l perform, in 

characlcr.on slJ{;c in liic ir.ain h.illi 1 1 \^ iifi M.".ei,il ot 

them still being wnlteiii Ihc iiiglii Ivloie l-ick-otf, Ilicie 
just iceren't enough hours for ihe anisis to rehearse iheir 
lines. Only one was cvenlually perlormod: a Ciimeds 
sketch lealuring Nicholas Cnunnes. FJisabeih Sladen 
and lull Pei tHcc. v^ rtltcn by organi scr-cum-pianisi F.nc 
HiilTnian. 

Comedy uas ihe highlight of Sjiurday nighl's ea- 
gerly awaited cabaret perlnrm.in^es Presenied before 
anadult^-unly uudicncc, artist C!ib:ircts were fast bccom - 
ingmw:3%ptediMnofAjiKncaocoiivaiti(^ 



Tom Baker declined to take part. Ihe H\ ait show gave 
Mark Strickson a chance to render his uiuqiie perform- 
ance of Waltzing Matilda, Jon Pertweea plsilcHni for his 
routine with a Spanish guitar, and Janet Fielding and 
John Nathan-Turner a venue for tbeiruniiitte ionpceta- 
tion of a supposedly Hawaiian originated duel 
WilluJayme. WiUulayme! 

There were a few breathing points loo amidst ihe 
melee, some orir-siage artd some off, as co-organiser 
Larry Wauchop temetnbere. "The bit I really remember 
was suddenly seeing Tom Baker in Ha^iiality diking 
and listening to :^iiick Trtjughlon. For most of the Con 
Tom had kept himself apart from the rest of the guests, 
even during the Press Conference and during hi s panels 
which were always done solo. Then, swldcnly. dierc he 
W8s: speaking to Pat Trooghion. 1 asked his wife. 
9iittlagh.if shewas£or|Ki$edby this.*No'^said, 'In 
England Patrick is a very wdl kiK>wii and very tetpeettd 
aclor*," 

No-onc who was there will ever forget 
the events of the closing ceremony. The build 
tip was pure audtotcc manipulotian as one by 

one the guests were announced onto the main 
siapc of the giant ballrcx)m lo say their fare- 
■A ells. All. if nol mosl. of the 7.000 exhausted 
iiiendees were there, rai.sing their voices and 
applauding thunderously a.s each star was in- 
l1i\ iJiialK hrouglii L»n and lined up before the 
aiidieiKc- FinalK there ^<.L-ri.- .inl\ :lii.- Doctors 
left to as Backstage they had heen lined up in 
.irjer o! succession pirsi Pairu l. TriHighnm, 
then Jnn Permee. then... "Docior iiLiinber 
tiic. Pclcr UaMsoii". Hurriedly Davison lln- 
ishcd his drink and rushed out on stjge !o join 
the other (mii standing by Uieir chairs in tlie 
middle of the line-up "Oh. did I lorget some- 
b(xiy?" I'eiitncd ihc .Master ol Ceremonies. 
"Doclor number four, Tom Bakfr!!!" 

"Tlie 111 'IS.. Ji-jfening as Biker 
emci'jcil ![', iin " - hul as aUvays he 
stood apiiri triti., •'. . aMiig lo his fans 

from Ihe left-hand edge . ihe ^lagc. ignoring 
ever more volumaus yells Iroin the audience 
of ' Si^id together. Stand Kjgetbed" 

■'That really p-ssed mer waUa Wauchop. "Even at 
the very end wouldn't itod^ «^ the others. So I 
dioughi, "What du heUfHemeabe can do is get mad 
at me..." I stood on the stepiklai^ to aim, and when 
be tiinied to kxik at me I add, nn^irtt's a seat foryou otnn- 
tben", pointing across to tbe middle of the stage. He 
lsdwdftT«secant,shiu^i»d his shoulders, said, "Okay", 
anl ltiep bl jBaE1i«a«^ e^ Pal, Jon and Peter 

wintft'Stmtiiig^* 

At dns the wfaotela fflE aeB a erupted into a hysterial 
ufaioar so B MM i ltn aBt lilgiaftjaailmedi thai for a few 

Ane^ beM'in>«eEMMifte^^ first and only ^tne 
Doctors Two. Tteee, FourMd R ve woe sidfr^^i^lscp 
a platfotm. acknowledgii^ the cacoplKiiiOiisiiiM'isf \ 
of tbek inn. u mm-*--msitm- mrnam- wvi^ to be 
re peaiff^i 

Thm rapttmiitt tdSBog eemaoBf^ also (nought to an 
end the many cetetar^OiB staged tfarougboui 1933 lo 
mark twenty years of Doctor Who, Peter Haining's 
book, a M:i.rv L-l C oinics Winter Special, a Radio Times 
Souvenir publication, Longleal, a DWAS PanopliCon in 
September, the MFT gala. Spirit of Light, and aU the 
paraplKnalia suirounding the making and screening of 
Jm Five Dociots, 

Yet evetj as cleaning crews moved in !o clear away 
debris from Ihc big Chicago show, the winds of change 
were blowine Peter Davison had announced his retirc- 
iiiint ^loiii the ri>lc land Fielding and Mark !5inck-.on 
hilh kiicn they iveic tcav ing nexl year A new tiimpan- 
lon had just rcccned her firs! taste of the Who universe, 
and walling in ihe \sings (he uncharti-d lemtors,' of 
Doctor number si\. But in ,\.n eiiiK-r mK} was anybody 
scrioiisly CLinccmcd .' U<ict<(r Who had rolled remorsc- 
lesslyulong fortwenly solid years, ii could suicly roll fiii 
I ti enly more. The series had never been more successful 

The ftiarc was biq^ Tbe faHim, «M nMlii^ol- 
oured.... 
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The twentieth season was supposed to be a celebration of Doc- 
tor Who's past - but had the wrong lessons been learnt from 
bygone years, wondem ANTHONY BBOWN 




JT WAS A GRAND SCHEME, cx en il'ii w uniTiii;n- 
lion;il To prixJucc .1 stusmi whorL" eii:n vlnt\ suw \hi: 
DiitKir Lii.'ini! a U-v Ironi lii^ HmI it rL-uuiitiftJ 

uiiLiriin>uii-.-i-it. II would siill l>Liif hCL'n MiL-f€ss(ul. hul 
I ir.i ,■ t' le t Liiis were keyed up 10 cxpet-l 11 j cjr ol Uiikks. 
Si'iuarjii^, lk.i; Wamors and Auiiinvall of ihcm reiiirci- 
preied wiih ihc slyle Eakthshiic k bruij>;hi U' ihe 
Gybermen, (he seajson had 10 be a diiiippjiritmiiu The 
Uks of die Daiek siory Warhead meant Itiai the slow 
buiid-up ol Omega, Itie Mara and diree senals' worth or 
tbe Black Giwdiao led nowhete. 

It's easy to suggest that John Nathan-Turner shcnild 
have laken precauiions- against disaster — after all. 
Shada wm less tlutn ihrse years In the past, and boih the 
previous seasims bad ended with stories uitdeonuted, to 
a greater or lesser degree, by ceilapsed budgets. Scdied- 
uling the big seasoo tdockbu&ier for the last production 
slot was surely tempting faie... but the scale of the 
pTOductjon disaster which afnicted season twenty would 
have been diflictill id contingency plan, it was. after all, 
the BMLKjRtBNMBMT itcocditig slots which actually fell 
viclim tn the strike Warhrad ciwld stiH have gooe 



.iheiii!. had ii nin been for the need 10 complete the 
Guiirdiir Trilngy — and Kt h;t\f a\ iiidt'd that would 
have meant rrmngiiging tin; entire so.ison V' the possibil- 
i!;- \< . '.'.inter strike. Fine il" sou v-nni a svawm of 
11 . J vtiirie-^. hul thill would rKari Inintiii;,' I)(u'- 
lor Who's puteiilijl nnnt:i.'t'v\aril> ..Sl-jm>ii f.i crii) 's .iiiii- 
riiniax wa-s one iirtlniM' thinc^ vvhidi h.ippcn in lilc — 
though thi; prtwdonl siioijld tiave hcvn rfinL'mK'rt'd 
ihrecyeiir^ later, v.'heii Tui Iv.w. .pi vTimi I.i «[>i_vr.c'rL-ii 
prniluction befiire tlic finul seripts wtrL- even uritk-n, 

IX'Spiietlii'.over-aiehingtheiiie.seyHiiHi^rmv i.sfar 
le.s.', cohesive !han its imm^diale preJ^ci'sMiri.. Coniinu- 
ity between siurits is reslncled tn pLj.--^iiit! ~ and oltcn 
inlm^iiie — Ihrnwjvvay lines from .Ny.ssa and Tegan, 
whifh geiieniily leinain uncuplained and serve only lu 
nuke them si-en? siupiJ ( 'Could this be a Bliitk Oiiiird- 
laii iriip '" \\ eti. pnssihij . but \\\ less likelv ni'w llian H's 
been in years, i^i^cn he just made ins pl.i'. ti^r [T/iuei Lin J 
li'sl.. There are traees uf" ariit-mallei' ,iiid d ihey 
vvctcn t Oiilc(!d'5 temnanls. then we never diM-oierwhat 
ihe bell itwy were!). 



,.\hc 01- iMiMridLVsn'i e.v.tcily provide ;i hrealh- 
tidsinu intrisduetion to tfie sejson, and im ire im|xm:mtly 
fails 10 put hiiok the iiuJienee in its tiiM episnde. The 
upn-ninc seene i^an inlriguing opcninj; to .1 story, hul the 
-iL'hi lit ;!n unknown Tiim' Lord lalktnt; to an unkiiown 
villain VI .IS iinliki'ly in snare the casual view erex peel iiij! 
iausii liieaiioii tliiiiingm Amsterdam Tfie stnrv i1s.l'1i is 
eni"> jf'le erirn>;h. hut uninipired. and vUiiie the retuni 
I it I >ineL;a piiu idcs a nitely scif-rct'ercmia] nmmcnt lor 
ihe tans Hen >eai\, twenty yearN... where was he in 
Albert Stjjare!'), only those viewers who recalled The 
Fire Faces of DocSsr Who would have found the end of 
episode three at all cxciung. Simitarly, the ftist slory in 
seven yeirs to rcaiuic Gallifrey is mote a fan event than 
one for the puhlic. 

Sn\ki£Da!«c*e. ironically, is more likely to have cau|ht 
the public imagination, a$ mainstreain viewers itu{^ 
well have recalled the Doctcjr's last encouoier with the 
Mara. Thcstory itself is as close 10 serious drania^ — and 
ill being in:agaised as serious drama — istbeMdesevier 
gol,earailtgttsetf aaUmand newspaper |HEvie«ffi;wfai^ 
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tieaicd n ai a woilc in i t£ 0 wn ri^ In context u aDoctor 
Whd siory ii's reminisceni of Tte Mind w Evn, liwl 
excelleoi leminder of tbe previous season's gritty style. 
SiMKEfiAMX is the Final Bidmead story, nu'xuig dnina, 
sdemx and ctiiK«pi io a work of cxoeptional sctten 
cience licrtiuiL It's as far from the ttction-adrenum series 
die McGtnn movie tinsnjHed to launch as it's possible la 
imagine. 

M A WDR YN Unosad IS 8 more ni iv lii 1 a ii- :i f f air, ihou gh 
II s a fujious sense of nostalgia whith rip-, ihc Brigadier 
'M>m hh established tnqqnngs — UNIT, moustache and 
!ii,Toi(.-s — to treat him asan iisecure chancier robbed of 
ins ideniiiy. A bi^v* move, if one forced upcn ihe 
priiduction team hy William Russell's non-availability, 
bill line » tiiL-fi jllimatsh failed to judge b\ the way laser 
stoiiL^ leiiofL-d Iht Bii-^\ tt;;n;hing tuieer. 

The sAadiJW. ofiliL- pLl^l i> :iKci prominent in Tt kme- 
SU&, wtiichhas oni.' ■ iTUk- ^hi iiitjost i>pL'nmi: opF^^idc^ in 
many years. Turn ufl ilw niloiij. and iHl^ i.-\ enis .^hllil 
drive Nyssa from iheTARDLS inm Ihi.- tL-rTitying L ti^i- 
ronmonl of the liner tould have tonr ^UaiLihi I n mi iIil- 
Hanr.L'll era. in jiniii>,p!ier<; il' mil in cnncfpi I 'ninriii- 
nately. it's around thi:. puinl lh;il the 'cutm- hi ilmmhi 
twenty' siarts ic become apparent. lL'^ mo.si obvious in 
ihe case ol Ti kiiim's. bal aliimsi t-ier\ sli>r\ oi liii; 
!nenlieih seasim. includinj; ihe e\eniijLil Ri-si nkf-i'i uti 
i.ir THi.DM.i:Ksbmcii7i(Jiii;; .•XumF Ki iMn , iu-nins u itli 
u vuperii I'lr-.! epiMidi' it nevtr maiiace^ Ut nrM<h. i'hi,' 
I Tigins lil lhi'- nii\ lie ni a poljcy iirit .Sward had re\ iveJ 
itiis yeai. iit' uiininiii^ior.ini: Muncs nn an episode hy 
epiMKle ha^i■. — uriiers '.uiijjj iiaieloprovelheirwonh 
h) dehverinj; episod'^ i>;ie helnre n?cetiini! a cuniiniv- 
i.km I'lir llie reniairJer <it the stnry. While tile -.lury 
ouilinL- 'iMiuld jlrcLid\ he in e\(Meiice, ji wonid He a rare 
wtilei «li(i didii l pusli the hi Ml nin fririhai initial script, 
thri AvinL" in nl1>nll•nt^a^^l ide;i\ mhieli riiij; tit better have 
been left in rcw-Tve lor later epiwxles — hut what's the 
point of lha* if the laier episodes didti't get commiii- 
iioncd'^Theniberc tnaindcr oflhcstorywouldbcwritien 
at a later date, ciice the crcati ve j uiccs had gone stale, and 
[be ideas had to be dragged from the filing cabinet where 
they'd been lurking in the meantime. From a script- 
editor''; point of view, it was a policy which made sense, 
offenng the chance lo cry out a grcaier than average 
number of writers an a notoritmly pnibleinatica] 
show... bill (Ace an idea's been left te (Hie side, some- 
thing always g^ lost in the mean&ne. 

ENUCHtCNMENT mmniains ihe pattern, a<; it's a story 
with nowjjere lo go once thai jaw-dropping revelation 
has been itiadeat ^ end crfepiso^ one. FionaCummings' 
empBthic dimdion and Keith Barron's n^smirismg per- 
fmmance keep the eerienessiickiqgcv^. but by episode 
three obvious padding such as Tnttoi^'s over-acting ini 
he vitcuuin chamber is creeping in, andLynda Baran^ 
been recruited lo go over the ttip in the caiMC of viewer 
L'n'en.iinnienl 



TtiE Ksm's Dem«4s remains a forgettdite story, mo^i. 
memorable as 'Thi-s year's Master stoiy.' Few people 
would dairo il as aclassic, but no-one could bear ii any 
malice, except as the story which introduced Kamdion. 
Inoffensive md almost non-cxiaent. itseemstobea lale 
which daren't develop its ideas in case they over-run it.s 
length, and therefcre aticirpls nothing more than to fill 
t fifty minute slot. 

And fmaUy , d»erc comeis The Ft ve Df »r i > ^ • e n [v 
wnlers' idghtmore. it does rely on a manui.i.iL.i .vi 
alion to string a series of set-pieces togetlsei, but the 
excuse isasolidone.and ihai'.s more than can belaid fur 
most 199Qs television. But the change in ihe series' style 
over the pasi few years becomes obvious when one 
comparer Pertwce's prominence in Thf Thsii;k DotTtJfts 
M.iili the «i.ay Daiisot! shares the iimclighl with his 
predecessors. The incnmhcni Doctor could never again 
bi; !lte Doctor, only the mrratt Doctor 

Fur his eompanitins the season prm es a i. aried evpc- 
rtencc. in Nfisit^' and S% v^f • prm idc Nnn^lj 
■.Mill her Mninj.'esl rules in alninsi j seaMtii. and Saiali 
Simon lises Ili ilie iieeasiim. shi.™ tng hriu the charn'ier 
had been u asted in the mien enine year. t_ nfortunjlety-. 
ihii renaussanec was Iti hv -.hon dived, and the season 
might have lx;en beiitr siruetured had Tejian's reUirn 
wailed a lew stones, iiiitd TurUiugh uasalieady estab- 
lished (.'ertainly. in the middle the se.isiin ihere are 
vimpiv Itxinuu) eonipanituis around, fust as Lne Savvxird 
alvvavs >ueeesied. Tetjan anil Turloueh are IVanklv irrel- 





e viim Ihltwgbout 'I^SMiMS, tbcn^ iro^ 
are worth their weight in gold — lacking a plot, the 
e haracteni are forced lo cany long stretches of airume by 
I he mscl vcs, supported onl y some decern acting. That 
alone makes their inelusimi wmtitwhite, but the treal- 
meni of Ny.iisa and Tegan in MAWixtYtt Ukdead is less 
I orgi veable. Once Tegan's served her role as the y wnig 
Brtgadto^csnpanion inepisode two both are irrelevant 
and unnecessary. With the Brigadier serving as the 
Doctoir's companion and Tudough to introduce, neither 
1 (fthem ha.n anything to do but sit in the TAR 1^1 S , ■ > id 
I hen, once the potentially interesLng tiiang I . 
Tcgan-Turloughisesiabli^ihed il'^ immediately JismiKcJ. 
depriving Tcgan of the trusted friend she needed if she 
wa» to nEmain truly hostile to Turlpu|^ The irony of all 
Ibis is that itx rtrsl four stories do nothing but juggle the 
companions — Tegan returns, Nyssa i^ys sole cora- 
pjinion while Teg ein's possessed, Turlough's introduced, 
Nvssa leaves withnul cver aetiing louse more ihun one 
per stmy Tlunes ^uliIJ ^u|■eK have been heller paced, 
ITie ivientielh sra.siin dilt.Lisll I ti judge out of 
oipnplev,, ll 's nt)l a bad sta-. ■ i. i\ji i lacks dte bite of its 
ininiediate piedeecssors, and seems an inadequate cel- 
ebtMlum 111 liu' --erics' BlMliveniary as eilher a ^aff. 
nuslulgie reiuiiiiscciicc or a celebration of the Up 
scutes' current sirengihs. 
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BOOK REVIEW 



Writing History 



1983 n js ihc )L-ar nf tliL- giv.it ^,ik'li-ijp 
Till Visn 1 1 n Lj-,iht'<inl_\ D[H. i-,iiii 
iin iht- shi.'Ut> .11 tlw Nc^v ^■car L-himirJ. 
hji b> ihc I' rid of tilt ycM tilt- liuJk ril" 
i s ii,iL-eB and nwnty had been 

II wai alsii tli'.- .c,ir nl' iIk- jihiili.i- 
graph ic cover . A lie r I'c Ilt U4\ rson ' s iigcnt 
objected lo the likened featured in a draTi 
cover of The VtsfrAnoN a standard pub- 
licity shot was cubstituteij, and tbii re- 
mained the pattern for all fhe Davison 
novels ptiblisJied in 1983. Time-Flight 
boasted an image or the Doctor and Coa- 
corde. but odier sityies were less fotta- 
nale. Castbovalva saw Davison proiled 
a^Lsst a cartoonish badcgjround of stais, 
EARTTiSHoCK beadlined an uncbaracterts- 
tJc shot of the Doaor wielding a gun. and 
the twentieth season sulTerwljijsiashadly. 
Mawdrym Umdbad wts rejnesented by a 
Wutred shot of the Dooo ai the TARCIS 
console (a last Rtlnute r^laccnenl for a 
pliolosliowirtgdie Brigadierk while even 
ten years later Arc of K-nsn^ '^ . in it 
remained infamous. At thi; iy"4 lii.i. k 
pool Olympiad a Hue or fal:>c question 
asked whether Arc of Imnnr's cover 
was laid uui by a chimp. The conecl 
answer was, of course, *Yes*. 

But enough of the ecu en. What about 
the ccinlerts'.' Si;4iM>n twenty's 
novclisaiions begin poorly, with a by num- 
bers adaptation of Aur oi- iNnsirv. Never 
Ihc mtwi engaging nf vcripi-. iht' Mnry 
suffers ntassively when itt.pri\ci,l i i us 
Amsitrdann locations, and i crrance Dicks' 
book hdN little lo commend it. 

S-. \KiijAM i- provL-s superior. In con- 
iias! ti> Dick\' uppalhiijty ilisappcimiinp 
novelisalion ol KiM)\ ipuhlishcJ trnK a 




TERHKJE DUgL EY .^I^ 



tnooih before) SNAKeoANce capttires 
somclhing of the story's feel , It's a soaiglu- 
forward novelisaiion. but i| remains 
intersling all the same, thanks in pan lo 
theinclusinnofa fltunber sequetices omil- 
teti from the televised (lory, iDcliiding a 
blaiantiy incesltiDus sequence wbeic 
Tihn discuses her feel ings for her son. 



MAMRWUKDEAlibui Ids on the occa- 
sional stylish [Jirascs Peter Gnm«ade 
pidduccJ during the Timi.-Fliciii 
iiovelisailon. and proves ,i far iiKirc salis- 
fv iiig read. There's very little added to Ihc 
story, but the nuances are emphasised 
Tlie eiMiirji! K-tn een the control led. si.'[t- 
diSL-ipljiicd Bnj;adier of l'J77 and the 
messy, damaged man of 1983 is made 
clear, making dw story a lale of redemp- 
tion and lebLth balanced by the knowl- 
edge thM the 1 977 LetKbridgc-Stewart h 
beading inexorably for 
the nwoietit that nuned 
his tifis. Underlying all 
this Is a tai^ble nostal- 
gia for ibe UNIT era on 
which Orimwade him- 
self worked, most em* 
phasised by the frag- 
metuary ^eseootifn of 
episode tw^flMbback 
sequence. 

The highlight of the 
scison. however, is 
r tRM [.KT s . A 1 1 59 pages 
iiwasonc of the longest 
novclisations ever pub- 
lished ai the lioje, but 
bears its length su- 
perbly. It's tempting ' ' 
iLggest that the cm 
length is taken up witli 
material cut from the 
drafi scripts when 
Tegan and Turloiigh's 
sub-plot WHS added lo an existing outline, 
as while tliert art fc\s extra scenes the 
cMrii dcpili tilMrn in tht ihariclcT-s, and 
parlii iiliirli to Kan andOlvir. is asiimish- 
ini; 111..- uiidifrlving liiiriL- hchilt-J Teillli- 
nas' liperjhi^n. ihe parantii.i surr^iUTidiriL: 
LJ^al's disease and tli-.^ iudtng in anJ uut 
al the TARDiS doM is made eieai'- far 
niDri;' than on TV. Ti ksiis! s is Vjssj's 
stor^', with the openinij scenes Js-mnr- 
siratinp her desire ici keep her links to 
Tr.ikcn i.:nul. by impliealion. ihecMcnt id 
wtueli sliL- ikiesii't u aiil to .settle Jtnm in 
the T.VRIJISi 'AhiL- lie? decision lo sia> 
provokes an eiiiLiti(.jnal moment which 
reveals mane about Che Doctor than a 
dozen other books. 

'Tmnol coming with ymi. ' Nytsa said. 

An^, deep inside, he'd known /(. He'd 
infiiM it from the moment he'd seen her 
tigam. eyes Mazing with righleoui fury at 
tlie poor ejxuse for a caring process that 
iht'd hem put through. Lives were 
changed by atck experienres, ami there 
tfos no going back. With some pressure 
he might be able to dianuade her, but he 
doubled It. And It would be something 
they'd both reg ret. for ever. 

'For Tegan. the enormity of the mo. 
meni i^sciirtd aii long-term eoHStderO' 
tims. ' She'll die here,' she said, abnosi 
wailing. 

"Naieastfy, Tegmt both oflte. 
Indestnte^iUt,' 

' And ^mfiHej hung onto each other 
tigfaly fst a fgW moiaems. The Doctor 
watched It had hei^emti b^ore and U 



•wimld luipi'fn nxiiiii. tmd i! seemed that 
thf /fi.i.v ii) even- mcinher iif his ever- 
L htiiiiiint; lt:iirti Itiok fi litfl*: pifi^t' of him 
in\a \ n illi flu'm. Thf \ wrf\pmiti ihinniih 
lime iind ihri'iii^li xptii v. oil nfitii iii 'v- 
iliiiped and ftivt'i! fit'ie i>j.M.i;/it,i ihrmit^h 
rlieir travel.^ 

'The-ir hss wasn't too bad a price to 
pijy... imiwhen thef gave Mm A kbid qf 
invmtrtaiiry. ' 

After this, anything would be sdisifh 
ntirnlmenl hul EsLKiHTEWME^rr isn't much 
ol a lcl-kj_ ■ ; ' '■ . ■ 
hara i. .s ^ e^ 
n n V:«lijlS.tio,ll 

doesnftteaktKto 
ground, bat theK^e 
an imcnttingjy af- 
ferent slant to it. 
Perhaps LtniAEen- 
tiona%, ^ 
much o^ ttisMa^ ' 
I rom Tegan's per- 
sjiective. produc- 
ing line oftherooW 
personalised 
riiisclisations for 
seseral years. The 
great battle be- 
tween the Black 
and \^'hite Guard- 
ians is viewL'd 
Ihroiieliihc eyci of 
line ill llie ordinary 
niiTlllls with 
whiim they plav 
engagement is pui 



their games, and the 
into pei-.pectjse iis a result. 

TtmUiili mil icleased milil IWi. Thi- 
KiMi's fJiMDSi^ etimes second only to 
Ti ts'ls! s among the seaMin s 
nitseli-ariKn'- \s Willi Ui \i i-. On'i-iiv 
Terence Dudley rebels iii the irqcdom to 
expand ills stoiy ol leied l\i a IWE>-paitier 
with 11 four-part himk In till 

.And finallv. there esimes Til! Fm 
llm-i.iHs, tlie first i.inJ, a^-ije Iroin ihe 
TOfi TV movie the only i Doctor Who 
sliiry li irsMCli ihe hi«>l.sln.>jis Ik lore ii vs as 
SI reenet.! fbr noi elt^.ilhin is a peiluiic- 
tciry all ail. Uiekiniievcn Uielsudeei -i iirsed 
seeiies insoiving the Auliei-, sihielt iseie 
dropped Irom the produclii'D. hul as al- 
ways. Tenance Dicks puts a liiile extra 
into a story which he helped produce. In 
addition, ihe bocA includes a through - 
away neference which adds a significant 
detail to the series' myibology — Susan's 
childien. the Doctor's grand-children. 

However, Ihe season's r>ove!itau(»£ 
weren't the whole story, for once. Au- 
luinn 1 9S3 saw the publicatioin of the first 
Doctor WHw coffee table book. Pttcr 
Haining'si^ Ce/etbrad'cm provided the Rrsi 
comprehensive but accessible oiverview 
of (be series aside from The Mating of 
Doctor Wm, and establi^ed a tradiiicm 
which WH Allen maintained, with stead- 
ily diminiiihing results, fuf the next five 
years.Haininga ifcady t»d n icpuialioin as 
a professional expert and on^k^isl on 
altiiost xny sidiject you might care to 
nKmion — forthe first book in thtswriw. 



Books of 

January 83 
February 8i 
March 83 
April 83 
May 83 
June 83 
July 83 
October 83 
November 83 



the Year: 

Time-Flight 
Meglos 
Castrovalva 
Pour to Doomsday 
Earth SHOCK 
Tehmilus 
Arc of Infinity 
Mawdrvn Undead 
The Five Doctors 



Books of the Season: 

Anc iF Infinity Jutyg3-|A|i,p^«^S>;i1> 
Snakedance Jamlill^lmtbM^A]^ 
Mavvdryn Undead 

October 83 h/b January UpA 
TEAWiNUS June 83 M>, Septemtier B3 pib 

Bmu o h tmn m ent 

February 64 h''D t»1iiy 86 pfb 

'Hm IM's Demons 

February 86 liA>, May 86 p/b 



his skills were exactly what ihe Doctor 

The oth^ non-rtction addition lo tbc 
Do^or Who books shelves c»ine in Ifae 
fcnn of TTie Unfolding Text, {t^istrt 
Tullocb and Alvar^'s ti^i-biiaitQd Ut- 
fle analysis ofDodarWho'sdeepenBeai^ 
ings. Despite die criticisms of the average 
fiui, i I's actually quite aiccessible as media 
studies textbooks go, witti idati vely llBle 
of its woni-count given over to a^lmdc 
jtugod, The sga^i^ is pPMcntious on 
occasion, piaticulaily when based on fisun- 
daiions as weak as the comments of job- 
bing actresses atiemptingtoplotasiraighit 
line ilBougii ibe scripts of half-a-dozen 
differeal wtitofs. but insightful just as 
often, and the central diesis thai Doctor 
Who ihmugh iis long existence has be- 
come a haromcler of tele\'isiiin trends 
undennus IN'VISION Itself 

Tils ■'ii-.\ i.ihle IxHik. the aeaJemic 




lrealisie...Docaor Who bonks were chang 
ing in 1983. Even greater changes would 
come the following ye^ar, as a new editor 
tot* charge of WH Allen's range. Under 
Nigel Robinson's guidance, adventures 
from the first and second Docton en 
were about lo reappear for the fast time in 
three years, rdnfcacing the aulbcr-led 
approaidi Jobn Nathan-Ttimer had ur^ 
the year before. Tbe Taign btiok iM%e 
was about to ester a golden 1^ 
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When i>r()\viii^ okl \> just 
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: after all! i 





BACK ISSUES 





IMAGE: 
CMS 
LOOO 
(as en 



Postage details: 12 Northfield Rd.Borehamwood, Herts WD6 5AE 
NLSToeraftkl^eS 1-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 13+ 

UK 43p e9p £1.40 £3.25 C3 25 

USA/Canada n 61 £3.41 £5.21 £7.16 f.i s:::;. 

Australasia £1.85 E4.01 £6.17 £9.29 £17.00 
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The Ambassadors of Death 
Interrro 

Season 7 Special 
Terror of tue Autorai 
This Mind of Evil 
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Tlie Daenions 
Season 8 Overview 
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The Time Monster 
Season 9 Overview 



The Three Dodors 
Carnival of h/lonst^ 
Frontier tn Spaca 
Hanet d the DaleKs 
Tfie Green Death 
Season 1 0 Overview 
The Time Warrior 
Invasion of the Dinosaurs 
Dealh to the Daleks 
The Monster of Peiadon 
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Season 1 1 Special 




Tom Baker @ £2.00 each 



UNIT Special 

Tlie Brain of f^orbtus 

The Face of Evil 

The Robots of Death 
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Season 14 Oven^ 

The Invisible 
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The Invasion of "ITito 
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Leela Special 

The Ribos Operation 

Tli«@t(»waici(ajsod 



The Androids of Tara 
The Power of Kroll 
Destiny of the Daleks 
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Nl^tinara of Eden 
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State of Decay 
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fC'fl and Company 
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